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Russian river. He annexed the newly conquered lands in eastern Siberia*
The boyars, who opposed his plans and sought to subordinate the good of
the state to their individual powers and advancement, he ruthlessly cast
aside or annihilated. He wrote brilliant prose, and his state papers are
considered literary and political documents of priceless value. Above all,
like Peter, who came later, he symbolised the idea of a united nation
advancing amid ignorance and struggle, pain and sacrifice, toward a heroic
destiny.

Sergey Eisenstein, one of Russia's leading motion-picture producers, has
been at work for more than a year on a film portraying the life, the times,
the achievements of this formidable Russian czar* . . .

But it is not the military triumphs and the victorious military leaders alone
in Russia's past that rouse the attention and the eulogy of the Russia of
to-day. Literature, science, art, folklore, above all the growth of the
Russian nation, the heroism of the people, excite their emotions. Not a
personage of Russian history, whatever his social origin and whatever his
official position, if his contribution to any phase of national growth is of
significance, but is now lifted to a pedestal of national appreciation and
national pride. At the time of the celebration of the four hundred and
fiftieth anniversary of Columbus's discovery of America, a Russian journal
printed a long article under the significant heading of " Russian Colum-
buses." It was the story of Russian explorers and what they had achieved
throughout the centuries. New and enlightening were the names and the
facts that the story revealed.

The Soviet have forged a new economic and social order in complete
repudiation of anything Russia or any other land has known. But this
order is now linked with the past, its events and personages, its dreams and
deeds, its sorrows and triumphs. Now the past is no longer a nuisance or a
nightmare. No one would now say that " October is the beginning of
history," Now even children know that October was a sharp break with
the past only for the purpose of ultimately achieving with it a more powerful
bond than Russia has ever known and a more sanctified appreciation of the
good it has yielded.